“Put it In Writing”

Habakkuk 2:2,3

2 Then the LORD answered me and said:  “ Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it.  3For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.”
This week will celebrate the birthday of Dr. Martin L. King Jr. – a true prophet in his own time. One of his most familiar speeches is the “I Have A Dream” speech delivered in Washington D.C. on August 28, 1963. In this speech Dr. King communicated the vision that God had given Him for America. He talked about a day his “four little children would live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
47 years later as we celebrate the 1st anniversary of the inauguration of the country’s first African American president we can’t help but realize that WE ARE LIVING THE DREAM! (Think about that for a minute. What was once a dream to someone has become our reality.) 
When I think about the first year of our president’s tenure I cannot help but think about how he was able to sign a major piece of legislation in just his forst 100 days as president. Last February he signed into law the $700 Billion Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which promised to get America back on financial track. When President Obama signed his name to the document he stated the words “It’s Done”. No one check had been written. Not one person had been hired and yet at the stroke of his pen the President declared “It’s Done”! 

Immediately I began to understand the importance of a written document. Though no checks had been written President Obama knew that if the law was in writing IT COULD NOT BE REVERSED! This caused him to say “It’s Done!”

I wonder what would happen if we as Christians felt that way about our written document!! (The Word of God!)

My brothers and sisters our discussion today is about the importance of a WRITTEN vision for your life! 
A Written Vision Will CONSTRAIN You. 

Illus. - When he was 88, the Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes found himself on a train. The conductor called for tickets, but Justice Holmes couldn’t find his and seemed terribly upset. He searched his pockets and fumbled through his wallet without success. The conductor was sympathetic. “Don’t worry, Mr. Holmes,” he said. “The Pennsylvania Railroad will be happy to trust you. When you reach your destination you’ll probably find the tickets and you can mail it to us.” The conductor’s kindness did not put Holmes at ease. He said, “My dear man, my problem is not ‘Where is my ticket?’ It is ‘Where am I going?’

A written vision tell you where you are going. It keeps you from making decisions that will throw you off track. 
A Written Vision Will COMMIT  You.
The first rule of working with sub-contractors is to “put it in writing”. All business owners and entrepreneurs know that a written document is a binding document. Even a simple hand written I.O.U. can be used as evidence in some court cases. A thought is not concrete if it is simply spoken. It must be written so that the speaker has something to commit to. 
· In the 1800’s Frederick Douglas pressured President Abraham Lincoln to not simply talk about how bad slavery was but to write a document declaring it illegal. 

· Show me what you have written down and I will show you what you are really committed to. This is why banks and investors want to see a business plan before they give you money!
This is not just a political, business or legal practice. God Himself honors the principle of “putting it in writing”. This is why we have the written word of God. When He made promises to the prophets of old he directed each of them to “WRITE IT DOWN”. By writing it down He knew that for generations to come people would be able to stand on His promises!

· He told Moses to write down the creation story so that when they start teaching evolution they will know that before Evolution was I AM!!
· He told David to write down his worship songs so that when recession came into the world somebody would be able to say “The Lord is My Shepherd I SHALL NOT WANT!”

· He told Paul to write down his conversion experience so that someone would know you can be on the wrong road but that God turn your life around!

· And He told John to write down the vision of the end times so My people will know that I AM coming back one day!

The Word of God is God’s Written Will! It expresses what God wants and WHO He wants to have it! Anybody glad that God Put It In Writing! (I’m Glad I’m in the Will!)

Here’s my question for you!

WHAT WILL YOU PUT IN WRITING?

I’m not just talking about your will that will only be effective when you die. I’m talking about writing a vision for YOUR LIFE! (Cf. John 10:10)

Some today may feel like you can’t see your tomorrow because your today looks so depressing! This was the same case with the prophet Habakkuk. He lived in a time when the Israelites, God’s chosen people were being attacked by the Chaldeans (a wicked nation). Habakkuk, spends most of the 1st chapter of his book complaining to God about the injustice of the land. 
He could not understand how a righteous God could allow an unrighteous people to afflict His chosen people.

· Have You Ever Felt That Way? Asked God “Why” or “How Long”?
· How long will injustice run rampant through the land?

· How long will the rich get richer and the poor get poorer?

· Why is it that it seems like only the poor nations and people experience catastrophic events (Earthquakes in Haiti, Tsunami’s in Asia and Hurricanes in the Gulf Coast – the poorest section of the United States.)

Yes my brothers and sisters life seems extremely unfair at times. If you are not careful it will cause you to doubt God and His plan. But can I reassure that God is ALWAYS at work. 
In the middle of Habakkuk’s complaining, God speaks out and says …

“I am going to work a work in your days that you would not believe if I told it to you!” Hab. 1:5

When you study the passage you realize that God was actually “raising up” the Chaldeans himself to teach His people a lesson and to develop them. 

Isn’t it amazing how God can use TRAGEDY to bring about TRIUMPH?!

· Without the Chaldean exile of the Israelites the people never would have been looking for a Savior.

· Without the September 11 attacks, costly wars in the Middle East and a Global Recession the United States never would have been ready for new leadership found in a black president!

· As a result of this earthquake in Haiti one of the poorest nations on the planet is about to receive millions of dollars from nations around the world. 

· Maybe these Global events are too detached from your reality so let me ask you …How may can say “I wouldn’t have been prepared for today had not I gone through that yesterday?”
THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED WITH HABAKKUK!

God says since you won’t believe it then WRITE IT DOWN!

1. Write IT. 

· Writing It Down Clarifies Your Thoughts

· Writing it Down Communicates it to Others

· Writing It Down gives you Proof! (When the vision DOES come to pass you will and your descendants will have written evidence of the promises of God!)

2. Wait For IT!

Illus. – When you attend to movie theater they show you clips and previews of “Coming Attractions”. No matter how good the trailer is you’ve got to WAIT for that movie to be released! Same way with music. Artists release “singles” before the entire CD is available for purchase. By doing this they wetting your appetite getting you ready for something great. You begin telling other people “Denzel’s got a new movie coming out” or “I can’t wait to get that new Alicia Keys CD.”

What would happen if we would start treating our visions like that?

Anxiously awaiting a move of God. Talking to friends and family about it who didn’t “see” the preview we saw!

By let me say a word about waiting. Waiting on the vision does not imply some passive, lazy behavior. Whenever the Bible talks about waiting on God it is an ACTIVE waiting. When you hear of the phrase “Wait On The Lord” you should not get a picture of someone sitting on a couch but rather of a waiter in a 5 start restaurant asking God “Is there anything I can do for you today?”

Waiting INVOLVES WORKING!

“I Can Tell What You’re Waiting By What it is You’re Working On!” T.D. Jakes

We can wait in confidence because the vision is for an “appointed time”. (Explain time vs. eternity)

It will Speak and Not LIE! IT WILL HAPPEN!
3. Worship God For IT!

After Habakkuk finishes complaining to God, God begins to tell him How He WILL punish the Chaldeans and how He WILL bring justice back to the land. 
By the end of chapter 3 the prophet’s faith is renewed and he closes his writing with worship. 

He says 

“17Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls,18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.19GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places.” Hab. 3:17,18
Habakkuk says “In the middle of recession and famine I will YET praise God! Praise Him for His Promise. Praise Him for His Power!
The phrase 'hinds' feet' is used in the Bible to denote an ability to overcome difficult challenges successfully, A hind, which is a female red deer, is able to move quickly and easily across the rocks of a mountain, leaping from one rock to another without ever losing its footing. Thus the biblical verse means that God has empowered his believers to overcome the obstacles which confront them, doing things that would otherwise be difficult or impossible without divine aid.
