“Delayed But Not Denied”
Hab. 2:3; Cf. Gen. 12-21 (The Story of Abraham)
Introduction:
This week CNN reported that a woman was rescued from the debris of the earthquake 7 days after the earthquake struck. She was praying at the time of the quake. No doubt she felt abandoned and forgotten but her story serves as a perfect example of being delayed but not denied. 
Have you ever felt abandoned by God because you were forced to wait?

There are several examples of this:

· Nelson Mandela – Was forced to spend 27 years in a South African jail. But upon his release he became the president of the same country that imprisoned him. He was delayed but not denied!

· In 1955 Emmitt Till was beaten and killed unjustly. His attackers were acquitted but almost 40 years later they were brought to justice. In this case justice was delayed but not denied. 
· In the Bible Lazarus, a friend of Jesus, dies and is buried. After receiving the call to come and heal him Jesus waits 4 DAYS until he is good and dead before He goes to resurrect him. Lazarus was delayed but not denied

In each of these cases we are forced to say like our forefathers did “He may not come when YOU want Him but He’s always on time!” The reason God is always ON time is because He does not operate IN time. (an “appointed” time)
When thinking of delaying of a vision/promise we cannot help but think about Abraham. (Gen. 12 – 22)
1. My Delay Perfects My Relationships. 

a. The promise was made in Chapter 12. In Chapter 13 Abraham separated from Lot. In Chapter 14 he connected with Melchizedek. – Sometimes God makes us wait because we’re with the wrong people and he needs to bring us into relationship with the right people. 
After the right connections are made God reaffirms the promise in Chapter 15:1

2. My Delay Perfects My Holiness. 

a. In Chapter 16 Abraham messes up with Hagar In Chapter 17 – the covenant of circumcision. The reason for delay is because God has to get us to stop doing things our own way do it His way. He’s perfecting our holiness. 
b. The Favor of God will not take you where the Mercy of God cannot keep you!

c. Can Your Character Handle what you are asking for??

3. My Delay Forces Me To Rely on God’s Power.

a. In Chapter 18 Sarah laughs at God’s promise because she and Abraham are now beyond child bearing years. The last reason for delay is that God has to get us to a place where its TOTALLY on Him. Our flesh is powerless!!

